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RELIGION AND WAR 


**He that believeth on me hath everlasting life’’—John 6 :47. 


OTH the motives that make for war and the spirit and conduct 
iB of the soldier under fire have much to do with religion. War 
means sudden, violent death for millions, and it is religion 

that cares for life beyond the grave. 

This aspect of war may not be apparent to Americans, fighting as 
they are now in a war for the defense of rights and liberties rather than 
for the beliefs and practices of any particular kind of religion. It is the 
all-important factor, however, in the mentality of the enemy soldiers 
whom they engage in battle. Americans take leave of each other before 
battle by a nonchalant wave of the hand, saying with assurance, “I'll 
be seeing you!’”’. The Nazi-Germans fanatically cry out to each other 
“Heil Hitler!’”’, the Italian-Fascists “Duce!’’. The fatalistic Japanese 
say to each other “Until we meet at Yasukuni!’’—at the shrine in Tokyo 
where the names of those who fall in battle are reported and enshrined. 

American soldiers do not need thus to be fanatically indoctrinated 
to enable them to die bravely. They heroically risk their lives from 
nobler motives than the glorification of a man-made religion, an em- 
peror or a pope. They fight for rights and liberties that flow from true 
Cc principles. If they die, they look to no man, be he pope or 
emperor, for allocation of eternal reward. They look instead to Him 
a has given the assurance: “He that believeth on me hath everlasting 

e.”” 

Protestantism not only has taught Americans that the next life is 
> ee that the life in this world also can be made worth while. 

of this, America is unjustly accused of being Godless and its 
way a life pagan and materialistic. Such, however, is not the case. 
ured by Christ of eternal happiness hereafter, true believers in 


Jesus Christ can devote more time to making this life more happy and 
joyful than devotees of man-made religions. 

Thus the believing American Christian soldier fights first to live and 
defend liberty and decency in this life for himself and his loved ones. 
If he dies in the attempt he has full assurance that death will lead him, 
not to suffering in purgatory or to a shrine in Yasukuni, but to eternal 
happiness with God. 
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@} EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS }O 


SAINT PATRICK 


ARCH reminds us of the patron 

saint of Ireland and of the erron- 

eous conceptions Catholics have of him 

as a teacher of Roman Catholic beliefs 
and practices. 


In St. Patrick’s time (492) there was 
no pope of Rome as he is known today. 
Beliefs and practices now believed to be 
essential for salvation in the Roman 
Catholic church did not exist when St. 
Patrick preached Christianity to the 
Irish. He could not have preached 
purgatory, auricular confession, tran- 
substantiation, mariolatry, the rosary, 
indulgences, the immaculate concep- 
tion, papal infallibility and the host of 
other things which Roman Catholics 
must believe and practice or be damned. 
All of these were introduced many cen- 
turies after St. Patrick’s time. 


St. Patrick preached Christianity as 
found in the New Testament and as 
practiced in Protestant churches today. 
For six hundred years after his death, 
the Christian church in Ireland did not 
know or carry out even the rites of the 
Roman church. These were forced upon 
the Irish, strange as it may seem, by 
the English invaders. But the beliefs 
and practices of the church of Rome 
became so slavishly rooted in Ireland, 
that when these same English endeav- 
ored to foree the Irish people to give 
them up again at the time of the Ref- 
ormation, they hopelessly failed. 


These facts have been made avail- 
able to Irish Catholics in America. Let 
us hope and pray that they will, in time, 
take heed of them and really honor St. 
Patrick by re-adopting the kind of 


Christianity which he taught to their 
ancestors in the year 492. 


2-Oe- 


THREAT TO SOUTH AMERICAN 
MISSIONS 


ro YEARS Catholic propagandists 
have threatened that Pan-American 
solidarity can only be achieved by 
favoring Catholic church interests: in 
both North and South America. They 
have persistently held that attempts to 
deprive South American countries of 
their Catholic ‘‘culture’’ and foist on 
them the pagan and materialistic way 
of life of the United States would throw 
them into the arms of Hitler and Musso- 
lini. They substantiate their threat by 
reminding us that the peoples of the 
twenty-one South American Republies 
are 90% Roman Catholic. 


This threat has been intensified of | 
late by Catholic spokesmen and the 
Catholic press because of recent efforts 
to secure Pan-American unity of ac- 
tion against the Axis powers every- 
where. It has even been exploited by 
certain non-Catholic spokesmen. The 
Rev. William F. Cunningham, an off- 
cial of the Catholic Bureau of Inter- 
American Collaboration, has been able 
to quote the author John Erskine to 
the effect that the greatest work of de 
struction of inter-American amity was 
being caused by Protestant mission- 
aries in South American countries. 
Quoting Erskine, he declared: ‘‘Noth- 
ing can be said for the missionary who 
is trying with misapplied zeal to under- 
mine the Catholic faith. It is a work 
of pure destruction’. He added that 
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this Protestant missionary work in 
South America is part of ‘“‘a plot to 
spread the empire of Anglo-Saxondom 
and Protestantism’’. 

All of this is aimed to frighten the 
United States Government into curtail- 
ing the spread of the Gospel in South 
America. It is also part of Catholic 
pro-Axis propaganda to win over the 
South Americans to the side of the 
Axis. But misplaced sympathy of this 
kind has already caused irreparable 
damage to the efforts of Britain and 
America against Axis aggression, Shall 
costly blunders by unwise appeasement 
of pro-Axis Catholic countries in 
jurope be repeated on this side of the 
Atlantic? Nor must it be forgotten 
that evangelization of the Catholic 


peoples of Latin American countries is 
the most effective means of educating 


them for democracy. 
--O-—- 


MINISTERS’ SONS 

HE AVERAGE Protestant minis- 

ter has more to contribute to defense 
of America than Catholic priests. The 
sons of Protestant ministers fight and 
make the supreme sacrifice of their 
lives shoulder to shoulder with their 
fellow Americans. 


A sample of this was published in the 
press on February 3. It told that on 
Sunday morning, when the Rev. Dr. 
Roy W. Merrifield of the Plymouth 
Congregational Church at Maywood, 
Chicago, read the honor roll of those 
from his congregation who are fighting 
for their country, he paused before the 
last name, then said: ‘And also my son 
Jacque, who was a member of this con- 
gregation. He was killed in action while 
guarding Clark Field at Luzon with 
the Philippine tank forces on Dee. 30.’’ 


DEFEAT OF THE ROMAN EAGLES 


ASCISM and all its works can even 

now be safely said to be as dead as 
Dickens’ proverbial doornail. The Uni- 
ted Nations may yet have to contend 
long and bitterly against its mili- 
tary might on the field of battle. But 
their determined will to erase Fascism 
as a way of life for the future has al- 
ready triumphed. America’s belated 
awakening and its all-out effort to wipe 
out the scourge on every continent has 
made the outcome a foregone conclu- 
sion. When the smoke of battle dies 
away, the only wonder will be why 
there was ever any fear that authori- 
tarianism in civil and religious life 
could stage a come-back and triumph 
over the free way of life, or even exist 
side-by-side with it. 


That Fascism originated in Rome and 
found fertile soil only in Catholie coun- 
tries that had been denied the blessings 
of the Protestant Reformation is not 
extraordinary. Fascism is intolerant, 
dogmatic, one-man rule in the social 
sphere; Roman Catholicism is intoler- 
ant, dogmatic, one-man rule in the 
sphere of religion. They are two facets 
of a forced ordering of life that is op- 
posed to what we call democracy. Both 
must go down together in defeat, just 
as both would have triumphed in vie- 
tory. Both are an attempt at resur- 
gence of the old Roman spirit seeking 
universal domination over the temporal 
and spiritual life of mankind by arbi- 
trary authority. It was this Roman 
spirit that betrayed the true develop- 
ment of Christianity when the bishops 
of Rome assumed the position and titles 
of Caesar. 


With the defeat of Fascism the dream 
of reborn dictatorial rule in church and 
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state will have ended. Roman Catholi- 
cism’s hope for victory over Protestan- 
tism will be completely frustrated. In- 
tegration of the Catholic church into a 
universally democratic world is un- 
thinkable. It has conformed to the 
American way of life only as a matter 
of expediency, never as a fixed, ap- 
proved policy. It has always feared the 
increasing trend toward greater free- 
dom and control by the people in a 
world democracy. The Jesuit magazine 
America (May 17, 1941) styles our way 
of life a ‘‘Lucifer civilization’’ which 
the Catholic church ‘‘loathed and des- 
pised’’, and hoped that the New Order 
of the fascist dictators would destroy it. 


The United Nations are now fighting 
to end this attempt to resurrect author- 
itarian rule in such a way that it will 
never be attempted again. It is our 
prayer that Catholics will fully coop- 
erate in establishing the desired free 
fellowship of all nations, so that every 
individual will be guaranteed the free- 
dom to order his life and worship his 
God as conscience dictates. 


oO 


CATHOLIC COOPERATION WITH JAPS 


REVIOUS to Japan’s attack on 

America’s outposts in the Far East, 
ample verification was had of reports of 
anti-American activity and propaganda 
by the Jesuits in the Philippines. In 
view of this, credence can be given to 
the assertion of a Tokyo short-wave 
broadeast (reported in The New York 
Times, Feb. 4) that ‘‘the Catholic bish- 
op of Manila and the papal represent- 
ative in the Philippines had joined in 
cooperation with the Japanese for crea- 
tion of the ‘new order’ in Asta, and 
had urged island Catholics to like ac- 
tion’’. 


Significant also are further Japan- 
ese attempts to convince the Filipinos 
(and Catholics everywhere) that this is 
a religious war, that the Japanese also 
are ‘‘brought up on religion’’, and that 
their invasion of the islands was ‘‘di- 
vinely ordained’’. They also stress the 
fact that, like Roman Catholicism, the 
Japanese are unified by a supreme 
ruler who is both an earthly and a di- 
vine sovereign. 


oe Oe 


BIBLE CENSORSHIP 


T the insistence of Cardinal Ville- 

neuve, the most powerful political 
figure in Canada’s Catholic province of 
Quebec, the provincial parliament re- 
cently passed a censorship law, osten- 
sibly for the purpose of suppressing 
Communist literature. 


But soon, the Cardinal’s censorship 
law was extended to cover the dissemi- 
nation of the Protestant Bible and 
Bible literature. According to recent 
Canadian press reports, Quebec’s police 
confiscated the trunks of a Protestant 
evangelist who was trying to conduct 
services there. Following is the inven- 
tory of the ‘‘communist’’ literature 
that was seized : 

489 Copies, the Gospels, in French 

24 Copies, Gospels, in English 
1 French New Ttestament 
1 French Bible 
1 English-French dictionary 
20 Religious tracts, in French 
2 Chorus books, English 


This put the Bible agent out of busi- 
ness. Last year in Franco Spain, over 
100,000 copies of the Bible and Bible 
literature in Spanish sent to Madrid 
by the British Bible Society were con- 
fiseated and turned over to the paper 
factories to be ground into pulp. 
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WE ARE NOT ALONE 


nae of the Irish in America 
from the Roman Catholie church 
has been greater than Catholic statis- 
ticians want to admit. Actual figures of 
this defection of the Irish, as well as 
those of other nationalities, have never 
been computed. THe CoNvERTED CATH- 
OLic is at present attempting to make an 
estimate of Catholic conversions to Prot- 
estantism by means of a questionnaire 
to about 2,500 Protestant ministers on 
our subseription list; we are asking 
these ministers to let us know how many 
former Roman Catholics are now com- 
municants of their churches. 











In the meantime, it is interesting to 
note how many ordained ministers of 
Protestant denominations bear Irish 
Catholic names. As a sample of this, 
here is a list of the numbers of regularly 
ordained ministers of the Baptist and 
Methodist churches with decidedly Irish 
Catholic names taken from the sub- 
scription lists of THe Convertep CaTH- 
OLIC : 


























































Kelly eae 
Murphy OT 
Sullivan 28 
ID 5h ouininaticeacienica oan 
PATONG on... ccsssesces 15 
MeGuire 12 
MeGinty 9 
McGinnis . 8 
McCabe . 5 
McGrady 4 
RII,» 5:s00545csscraddhdhnds scale esoegbesiseadetian 11 
Hogan San 
I insides hincvuninibbotdeishtestiin 10 
0’Flaherty oie 
O’Brien a 
O'Neill ; 8 
Kelly O’Neal 1 
a ain ictal mene Rats 12 
Casey Scipcdescicanbaisiphelt aldara ieee Sal 9 
Malloy <i ei iinap eectshcanaielsiesdaaaiiaied a 











Besides these we have Finnegans, 
Talbots, Shaughnessys, Farleys, Doyles, 
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Bradys, Brannons, Ryans, and others; 
also some Lehmanns. These are all Bap- 
tist and Methodist ministers ; few Luth- 
erans have Irish names, but doubtless 
the Lutheran ministry, too, has many 
members with German Catholic names. 


In order to arrive at a fair estimate 
of the number of converted Catholics 
of all nationalities in Protestant de- 
nominations, we request all ministers to 
whom we have sent our questionnaire 
not to fail in filling it out and returning 
it to us as soon as possible. 


--O-- 


MEXICO NEEDS THE GOSPEL 


ROM Mexico, Rev. Henry T. Reimer 

writes : 
‘*The country is beautiful. The peo- 
ple—well, they make you feel that 
you should help them. If anything 
would turn you against the Catholic 
religion their plight would. I sup- 
pose that they did give them some- 
thing in place of their idols, but in- 
stead of making God the high spot in 
their lives, it seems that the priests 
and their comforts and the beautiful 
cathedrals were stressed too much. 
Mexico needs the Protestant church 
badly. I hope that they get it before 
the people become entirely irrelig- 
ious.”’ 

~Ooe 


PHILIPPINE STATISTICS 


HE POPULATION of the Philip- 

pine Islands is about 17,000,000, 
just double what it was when the Unit- 
ed States took over in 1898. Roman 
Catholies constitute 70% of the popu- 
lation, or about 12,000,000; Aglipay- 
ans (independent Catholics), Protes- 
tants and pagans number about 10% 
each. Only 25% can speak English, and 
half the entire population is illiterate. 
—Cf. The Philippines, A Study in Na- 
tional Development, by Joseph Ralston 
Hayden. 
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FROM PRIEST TO MINISTER 


Nicholas Wesselenyi Tells Why He Left the Roman 
Priesthood and Became a Lutheran Pastor 


The Rev. 


My Family 


HE WESSELENYI FAMILY 
has been known for centuries 
in Hungarian national and 


Protestant church history. My 
great-grandfather was a large landown- 
er at Atkarpuszta in Hungary, and was 
born a Lutheran. As is the custom with 
noblemen, he first decided on a political 
career and studied law at the Academy 
of Jurisprudence in Eger, which was 
then, and still is, supported by the arch- 
bishop of that city. There he was in- 
duced by his priest-professors to be- 
come a Roman Catholic. Instead of be- 
coming a lawyer he became a priest. 
But he soon discovered that all the 
favors bestowed upon him were with an 
eye to his extensive property; disillu- 
sioned, he left the priesthood. 


But he did not return to the Luther- 
an church, perhaps because of the strict 
laws in Hungary against those who re- 
nounce adherence to the church of 
Rome. He remained a Catholic, married, 
and his family also was brought up in 
the Roman Catholic religion. My moth- 
er and father were faithful members of 
the Catholic church, but my father died 
soon after my birth and my mother 
married a Lutheran, Gustav Cziriak, a 
descendant of a prominent Lutheran 
family. One of his ancestors was Mar- 
tin Cziriak, who was a student at the 
University of Wittenberg in 1552, and 
an eyewitness of the Lutheran Ref- 
ormation. He became the first Luther- 
an superintendent in Northern Hun- 
gary. 


Although my stepfather and three 
half-brothers were Lutherans, my moth- 


er insisted on giving me a strict Cath- 
olic education. I was sent to the Royal 
Roman Catholic Archgymnasium at 
Miskole, Hungary, in which some of 
the professors belong to the teaching 
order of priests known as Minorites. I 
joined this order and later became a 
priest. I was first sent to Italy to re- 
ceive the highest theological training 
available in the Roman church. I spent 
my first year of training in the city of 
Padua, famous for its shrine of St. An- 
thony, and was then sent to Rome to 
study philosophy at the Benedictine 
University of St. Anselm. I studied 
theology at the International College of 
St. Theodorus and from there was sent 
to the Athenaeum Pontificum de Prop- 
aganda Fide University, the highest 
institution of learning in Rome, to com- 
plete my studies. 


Protestantism Assailed 

Here the whole teaching is aimed 
chiefly against Protestantism. We had a 
very emotional Sicilian professor of 
dogma who always tried to confirm his 
lectures with violent outbursts of 
hatred against Luther. His treatment 
of the important subject of justifica- 
tion caused me to entertain the most 
serious doubts about the Roman Cath- 
olie teaching on eternal salvation. The 
Scriptural passages upon which the 
professor based his lectures did not 
seem to cover his declarations. He never 
missed an opportunity to attack Luth- 
er, calling him a stupid and inflexibly 
proud Prussian friar, a man of ab- 
normal sexual desires, and the one sole- 
ly responsible for the disunity of 
Christendom. Though he could not 
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speak German, he took it upon himself 
to analyze Luther’s name. According 
to him it meant, in Italian, carogna (in 
English, ‘‘careass’’). He insisted that 
Luther’s whole doctrine was contained 
in the phrase: ‘‘Crede fortiter et pecca 
fortius’’—‘‘ Be courageous in believing 
and still more courageous in sinning’’ 
He taught that Luther must be re- 
garded as the father of criminalism, be- 
cause he denied the necessity of good 
works, that his teaching about the 
Christian life consists only in a fruit- 
less faith, and that his doctrine eneour- 
ages the masses to shameful sinning. 


Many doubts had entered my mind 
about the doctrines of the Catholic 
sacraments, transubstantiation, the effi- 
eacy of the mass, confession and other 
religious practices. But I always 
quenched the flaming doubts with the 
thought that my mother’s greatest de- 
sire was to see me a priest. My pro- 


fessor’s charges against Luther, how- 
ever, challenged me to further investi- 
gation. In the silent hours I asked my- 
self: If Luther really did teach such an 
immoral principle, how could the Ref- 
ormation have become of such historic 
significance and produced such wide- 


spread religious betterment? In a 
locked bookease of the seminary library 
were books forbidden to those who had 
not yet been ordained to the subdiac- 
onate. So I asked for the key and ob- 
tained permission to read the originals 
of Luther’s works. Though they are 
many, I persisted in my seareh for the 
principle of Luther’s doctrine as taught 
by my professor. 


A Luther Exhortation 


After diligent search I failed to find 
the alleged phrase. In one of Luther’s 
letters to Melanchthon, however, I did 
find something similar in the wording, 
but with an entirely different meaning. 
It read : ‘‘Esto peccator, et pecca fort 
ter, sed fortius in fide et gaude in Chris- 


to.’’ Literally this is translated : ‘‘ Be a 
sinner and sin bravely, but be braver 
still in faith and rejoice in Christ.’’ 
But from the context and from Luth- 
er’s whole teaching from the Gospel, 
especially from the Epistles of St. Paul, 
it is evident that this was not intended 
as an incitement to sin. It simply means 
that we cannot help the fact that our 
whole human nature is corrupt, that 
spiritually a man can do nothing to 
earn his salvation, that, as St. Paul 
teaches, only by faith in Christ Jesus 
ean any flesh be justified, that man by 
nature is ‘‘sown in corruption’’ and 
ean only be ‘‘raised in incorruption’’ 
by the power of faith in Jesus Christ. 


This teaching of Luther is the key- 
stone of the Christian religion; with- 
out it Christ’s work is nullified and man 
is left to depend on useless human 
works and is lost. By continued read- 
ing of Luther’s books I came to this 
new understanding of the Christian 
Gospel. I felt the need to communicate 
my discovery to my mother, but I knew 
this would be impossible to do openly, 
since my letters were subject to the cen- 
sorship of the rector of the seminary. | 
was therefore forced to employ secret 
means to communicate with her and in- 
formed her that my conscience pro- 
tested against remaining in the semin- 
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ary and becoming a priest. But she re- 
sisted my decision most severely and 
finally induced me to obey her. So, to 
please her, I submitted to ordination to 
the priesthood by Cardinal Marchetti 
Selvaggiani, the pope’s vicar, on July 
12, 1931. 


The Priestly Life 


I then returned to Hungary and be- 
gan my life as a priest, more or less re- 
signed to the step I had taken. But all 
my doubts were again awakened when 
I heard that one of my friends, a Jesuit, 
had left the Catholic church and had 
joined the Reformed church, but not 
without great trouble and risk in pre- 
dominantly Catholic Hungary. His 
conversion deeply impressed me, and 
again I began to study my theology and 
to compare the Roman Catholic and the 
Protestant teachings. My life as a 
priest had been comparatively happy, 
and, because of my creditable scholastic 
record in Rome, I enjoyed many priv- 
ileges. Yet when I compared the teach- 
ings of Rome with those of the Gospel 
as expounded by Luther, I knew I could 
not remain a priest. 


But it was not possible for me to 
break away from the church of Rome in 
Hungary because of my family connec- 
tions. So I had to wait till Providence 
showed me the way out, and for three 
more years I was forced to bear the 
yoke of the Roman priesthood. 
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Once More the Word 


In the course of my studies I discov. 
ered that the Word of God must be con- 
sidered as the only norm and standard 
of Christian teaching, and that the de- 
erees and dogmas of ‘‘infallible’’ popes 
and church councils were not to be re- 
lied upon as a guide to salvation. I came 
to realize that the church of Rome uses 
the Seriptures only in a_ secondary 
sense, and merely to confirm her tradi- 
tional practices, and that many of her 
doctrines and practices are not in agree- 
ment with the Scriptures. It is a relig- 
ious system that leads to enslavement of 
mind and conscience. 

After I had served as a priest in 
Hungary for five years, the Archbishop 
of Montreal, Canada, appealed to the 
Minister-General in Rome for two Hun- 
garian priests. I was sent, and arrived 
in Montreal on October 9, 1936. But 
even in my new surroundings my con- 
science gave me no rest. Two years 
later, on December 9, 1938, I resigned 
from the priesthood and was confirmed 
in the Hungarian Lutheran church at 
Windsor, Ontario, by the Rev. John L. 
E. De Papp, the local pastor, and the 
Rev. Stephen Zima, Slovak pastor at 
Detroit, Michigan. 


I attended the Lutheran Seminary at 
Waterloo, and in September, 1940, was 
ealled to serve a small Hungarian- 
Wendish mission at Perth Amboy, N. J. 


Thus God at last rewarded my efforts 
to find the truth. Study of the Augs 
burg Confession led me anew to the 
Seriptures, where, by personal ap- 
proach to Jesus Christ, I found the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. I have 
found the truth and the truth has made 
me free. 


I am a Lutheran because I believe 
that true unity of Christianity can be 
brought about by universal adherence 
to the Augsburg Confession. The true 
Christian church must stand on the 
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Rock of Faith in Jesus Christ; that is 
her one and only foundation, and 
against it the gates of hell shall never 
prevail. 


~~ 


SAD SPECTACLE 
OF THE IRISH 


HE IRISH have been credited in 

history with a determined love of 
liberty. For centuries the soul of the 
Irish has cried out against oppression, 
and Ireland’s sons have bled and died 
on many a battlefield in their own 
country and in foreign lands in defense 
of freedom. The fact that the Irish 
have slavishly submitted to authoritari- 
anism in religion, and failed to throw 
off the yoke of the Roman papacy when 
the chance was given them during the 
Reformation, is not all their fault. They 
are by nature superstitious and fearful 
of spiritual threats. Accustomed to live 
a hard, impoverished life in a cheerless, 
damp climate with ever-weeping skies, 
and with few of the comforts of earthly 
life, they have always placed their hopes 
on joy and happiness in a heaven here- 
after. It is their misfortune that they 
have always believed that entrance into 
that heaven can only be obtained by im- 
plicit obedience to a hierarchical priest- 
hood. 


The real tragedy of the Irish has been 
the exploitation by their Roman church 
authorities of Irish nationalist aspira- 
tions. Undying hatred of Protestant 
England has been bred in their hearts; 
they have been made to believe that to 
die fighting for Ireland against Eng- 
land is to merit a martyr’s crown in 
heaven for defense of the only true re- 
ligion by which men can be saved. All 
their rebellions have been fomented by 
their church. Yet, by a clever play of 
Vatican politics which the Irish in Ire- 
land have never fully understood, their 
insurrections against England have 


been invariably crushed in the end by 
means of religious excommunication by 
their bishops on instructions from 
Rome. All Irish patriots, for instance, 
revere Father Murphy who started the 
rebellion of ’98 in Wexford; few know 
that he was excommunicated by the 
church for having done so. 


But now, when freedom and liberty 
of all kinds are threatened the world 
over as never before, the Irish shirk 
either joining or aiding in the fight. 
Cooperation is denied even to America 
where millions of refugee Irish found a 
home, riches and prosperity; a land 
which has supplied Ireland for more 
than a century with money and inspira- 
tion. Today we witness the sad spectacle 
of American soldiers, equipped and 
ready to fight and die to liberate the 
nations erushed under the heel of Nazi- 
fascism, denied a footing on the soil of 
Catholic Ireland and weleomed only in 
the Protestant corner of its ‘‘black 
North’. ~ 


Mr. De Valera is on record as pro- 
testing the landing of United States 
troops in Northern Ireland. Patrick 
Maxwell, Nationalist (Catholic) Mem- 
ber of the Northern Ireland Parliament, 
declared in an interview to the Associ- 
ated Press on January 28: 


“There is nothing we can do physically 
to throw the American troops out of 
Northern Ireland, or we would do so. 
So far as we are concerned, the landing 
of Americans in Northern Ireland is 
the same thing as the landing of the 
Germans in Norway . . . We consider 
the landings an aggression against the 
Irish nation. The closest analogy would 
be if the Japanese were to land in oc- 
cupied France to help the Germans.” 


More alarming still is the report of 
Dr. John Heenan, published in the 
Catholic Herald of London (and re- 
printed in the Catholic press in the 
United States), telling of the attitude 
of Irish Catholics ‘‘ concerning the rela- 
tive merits of a German and an Allied 
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materialistic humanism’’.* 


Anyone can see that these are really 
not the sentiments and opinions of the 
Irish people as a whole. Ireland has 
furnished many volunteers to the Brit- 
ish armies now fighting the Axis on 
distant fronts. They are rather the sen- 
timents and teachings of the Roman 
Catholic church in Ireland and put into 
the mouths of the Irish Catholic people 
for pro-Axis propaganda purposes 
among the Catholic Irish in England 


and America. 
L. H. LEHMANN* 


*Quoted from the Brooklyn Catholic 


Tablet, Jan. 24, 1942. 


*Our editor-in-chief, who was born in 
Ireland where he was brought up a Roman 
Catholic and later ordained a Roman Cath- 
olic priest. 
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vietory’’. Though admitting that ‘‘the 
world under Hitler’’ would not be to 
the advantage of the Catholic church, 
Dr. Heenan gives his readers to under- 
stand that it would be preferred by the 
Irish to ‘‘the world under what the 
Allies eall democracy.’’ The reason he 
gives for this is, as he says, because 
‘*the world under what the Allies call 
democracy—not a magic word in Ire- 
land where democracy and Christianity 
are not confused—would mean a world 
not devoted to God and His Christ but 
to the realization of a ‘better world’.’’ 
And he goes on to say that this ‘better 
world’ (which he puts in quotes) ‘‘is 
understood by many Irishmen to be one 
ruled according to the principles of 


FRANCE REVIVES PAPAL 
ANTI-SEMITIC DECREES 










ICHY FRANCE, having made 
friends with Hitler and the Vati- 


ean, made its ‘‘Nuremberg’’ laws 
against the Jews effective as of January 
16, according to a special cable dis. 
-pateh from Vichy to the New York 
Times of that date. Twenty-six differ- 
ent professions are now forbidden to 
the Jews. This includes all connection 
with banks, stock exchanges, insurance 
companies, advertising and numerous 
other occupations, and permits them to 
work only in manual or subordinate 
positions. 


These Hitlerian Nuremberg laws are 


not new ; they were dogmatized into the 
life of Europe by the popes. Pope Eu- 
genius IV, in 1442, issued the following 
decrees among others: 


“Christians shall not allow Jews to hold 
civil honors over Christians, or to exer- 
cise public offices in the state. 


“Jews cannot be merchants, tax collect- 
ors or agents in the buying and selling 
of the produce and goods of Christians, 
nor their procurators, computers nor law- 
yers in matrimonial matters, nor obste- 
tricians; nor can they have association or 
partnership with Christians. 


“Jews of whatever sex or age must every- 
where wear the distinctive dress and 
known marks by which they can be easily 
distinguished from Christians. They may 
not live among Christians, but must re- 
side in a certain street, outside of which 
they may not, under any pretext, own 
houses”. 


Pope Paul IV, in 1555, added the fol- 


lowing decree : 


“Jews may engage only in the work of 
street-sweepers and rag-pickers, and 
may not be produce merchants nor 
trade in things necessary for human 
use.’’* 


* Of. Bull. Rom. Vol. VI, p. 499, and Vol. 


VII, p. 741. For fuller list of these anti- 
Semitic papal decrees, see THE CONVERTED 
CatHotio for Jan. 1941—“How the Popes 
Treated the Jews”. 
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NEW CREATION IN CHRIST 


‘*By the works of the law no flesh shall be justified in his 
sight for by the law is the knowledge of sin.’’—Rom. 3:20. 


E DIFFERENCE between 

Roman Catholicism and Prot- 

estantism centers around the 

opposing teachings of salva- 
tion by faith and salvation by works. 
Protestantism, which is the reassertion 
of the original Gospel teaching of 
Christianity, insists with the Apostle 
Paul that works according to the law 
of men in the spiritual life not only 
do not justify, but are the cause of sin 
and condemnation: ‘‘The law was 
given to condemn, not to justify.’’ Rom. 
3:19. Again to Titus (3:5) Paul lays 
it down that ‘‘Not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.’’ Roman 
Catholicism continues the pre-Christian 
religious teaching that for eternal sal- 
vation it is necessary to carry out to 
the letter the laws laid down by the 
theologians and priests of the church. 


This does not mean, as Catholic 
people are falsely told by their priests, 
that Protestants teach that, as long as 
you believe, you can sin as you like. 
This is a calumny on Protestants. Their 
teaching is that good works do not 
effect our salvation, that salvation 
means a new creation in Christ Jesus, 
that it is a free gift, that good works 
come not before but follow after re- 
generation which can only be accom- 
plished by faith in Christ : ‘‘ For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in 
them.’’—Ephes. 2:10. There can be no 
good works in the spiritual order before 
the new birth, since the only work that 
God will call good is the work that is 


brought forth by the power of the in- 
dwelling Christ—‘‘Christ in you both 
to will and to do’’. 


If you go to Tibet you will find along 
the banks of the rivers groups of men 
holding in their hands long poles with 
strings dangling from them over the 
water. They sit there day after day 
lifting and dropping the poles. At first 
glance it would seem as if they were 
fishing. On closer examination, how- 
ever, you will find that there is a weight 
at the end of the string, and on the 
weight is an engraving of Buddha. All 
day long they raise and lower their 
poles, letting the weight splash upon 
the surface of the river. Ask them 
what they are doing and they will 
reply: ‘‘Storing up merit.’’ The larger 
the number of impressions they make 
with the image on the water the greater 
will be their merit with God after they 
die! 

This is no different from the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic church under 
the name of Christianity. Like the 
heathen who have never heard of the 
name of Christ, Catholics are also 
taught that it is necessary to ‘‘earn’”’ 
one’s salvation by repeated human acts, 
and that excess merit, resulting from 
masses, fastings, rosaries, medals, seapu- 
lars and repetition of prayer formulas, 
is ‘‘stored up’’ for them in heaven. 


Here we have illustrated the ‘‘bond- 
age of doing’’, of substituting human 
actions—which often have no value even 
in human life—for the accomplishing 
of something altogether beyond the 
power of man himself. This is the bond- 
age in which the church of Rome keeps 
its millions of adherents. It is not only 
un-Christian but unjust and dishonest. 
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A Buddhist believer, for instance, who 
is less pious than others may be able 
to afford a better and longer fishing 
pole, may be more expert than his more 
pious brethren in casting the image of 
Buddha upon the surface of the water, 
and would therefore store up more merit 
than the others. So also in the church 
of Rome the poor and the ignorant are 
at a disadvantage. Those with money 
ean have masses (which are believed 
to be of infinite value with God) offered 
for themselves which the poor cannot 
afford. Those with education and higher 
intelligence can study to know the fine 
points of the laws of the church upon 
which eternal salvation or damnation 
is believed to depend. 

What if one more pious than the rest 
should fail in the knowledge of some 
necessary requirement of the law? In 
all religions that profess to dispense 
grace according to works of ecclesias- 
tical laws, new requirements are con- 
stantly added to such an extent that the 
mass of ordinary believers cannot fail to 
be in ignorance of the latest additions 
to them. The church of Rome makes no 
allowance for ignorance of the laws it 
makes and upon which the salvation of 
souls is made to depend. Its canon law, 
identical with the harsh rule of ancient 
Rome, lays it down as a basic principle 
that ‘‘ignorance of the law does not ex- 
cuse’’ (Ignorantia legis non excusat). 
Where is the pity for those who want to 
do all that is necessary but fail because 
they have not learned of some last re- 
quirement? Where is that equality be- 
fore God, which is basic in Christian 
teaching, in a system that affords its 
priests opportunity to study the law, to 
offer masses for themselves without 
cost, and which dispenses to the rich 
spiritual benefits denied to the poor be- 
eause they cannot afford to pay for 
them ? 


God is to be thanked that we are free 
today to preach and teach that above 
the woe and the sin, the evil and the 
failure of men there stands the cross of 
Christ with its power to save all ‘‘to the 
uttermost’’. Against the darkness of 
heathenism and the futility of human 
works to save it stands written: ‘‘ Be. 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved!’ 


2-O-- 


WHOSE THE GLORY? 


ROM a bitter isolationist, anti- 

British and anti-war policy, the 
Catholic press in America has turned 
to the eulogizing of Catholic soldiers 
and chaplains who have distinguished 
themselves in war service. The aim is 
to create the impression that Catholics 
excel in heroism just because they are 
Catholics. Ruefully, the Brooklyn Cath- 
olic Tablet was obliged to correct the 
hasty impression it first gave its readers 
that Captain Colin Kelly, America’s 
Number 1 hero, was a Roman Catholic; 
its issue of January 24 apologetically 
admitted that Captain Kelly and his 
family were good Presbyterians! 


Much is being made of the fact that 
the Filipinos are 70% Catholic, from 
which it would seem to follow that to 
the Catholic church and its teachings 
is due the heroic stand of the Filipino 
forces under General MacArthur in 
Bataan Peninsula. To these brave Fil- 
ipino soldiers, who learned to love lib- 
erty and progress in public schools pat- 
terned after those of the United States, 
all honor and glory are due. But in giv- 
ing praise for their heroism to their 
Catholic religion, Catholic propagan- 
dists, as is usual in such cases, do not 
show both sides of the picture. Over- 
looked is the fact that for years the 
Jesuits in the Philippines were notori- 
ous for their destructive carping at the 
efforts of Americans to train the Fil- 
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ipinos in the American way of life; by 
press and radio they openly advocated 
a fascist, corporative regime for the 
Philippines after being granted full in- 
dependence in 1946. Forgotten, too, is 
the fact of a widespread and efficient 
Catholic-Spanish fifth column which 
seems to have greatly aided the Japan- 
ese in the first weeks of their assault 
against the Philippines. 


Misttacked German rie 
=| “Thus, American destroyers, as _ 


**y 


Manila Reports 
Fifth Columnists 


By United Press 
MANILA, Dec. 11—The Bulletin 
reported today that two Catholic 


wAeacne- 


in the zone of Japanese invasion 
attempts. 

The Bulletin asserted that in Ma- 
nila a signal line between Nichols 
Plying Field and an air raid tower 
was cut, supposedly by fifth col- 
umnists ,and delayed the alarm 
when the Japs raided the Manila 
Bay area yesterday. 


G, Eugenio issued detailed instruc- 
tons to the public for procedure in 
event of gas attacks. 


————e 


Above facsimile of a United Press 
dispatch from Manila on December 11, 
is proof that two Catholic priests were 
actually apprehended as spies helping 
the invading forces of the treacherous 
Japanese. The full extent of the as- 
sistance rendered to the attacking Jap- 
anese by this fifth column will seep out 
only after the war is over. 


The falsity of the statistical argu- 
ments deduced by Catholic propagan- 


dists to glorify their church at the ex- 
pense of others has many times been dis- 
closed in previous issue of THe Con- 
VERTED CaTHoLic. There was, for in- 
stance, the argument of Bishop Shaugh- 
nessy who endeavored to make us be- 
lieve that there must be at least thirty- 
five million Catholics in the United 
States because 31% of those registered 
for the draft gave the Catholic religion 
as their preference.’ There was no men- 
tion of the fact that registrants for the 
draft can only indicate if they are 
Catholic, Protestant or Jewish. This 
means that under ‘‘Catholic’’ not only 
all register who are practising Roman 
Catholics, but also the following: all 
who were baptized Catholies; those 
whose parents were Catholies but who 
were never baptized and have no re- 
ligion; all Orthodox Catholies, Greek, 
Russian, Rumanian, Slovak, Ruthenian, 
ete.; lax and fallen-away Catholics; 
unbelievers and atheists; many who 
have no religion but whose ancestors 
were Catholics or who have Irish Cath- 
olic names. 


Furthermore, if by this same method 
the Catholic population of the country 
was calculated on the basis of our Cath- 
olie prison population, we would arrive 
at the figure of more than sixty million 
Catholies in the United States !* 


Soldier and sailor boys who profess 
the faith of the Roman Catholic church 
will doubtless serve their country as 
well and as bravely as those of other 
religions. But it would be safe to say 
that oftener than not Catholics will be 
heroic and brave in spite of rather than 
directly because of the religious teach- 
ings and policies of their church. 


1See Tue ConverTep CaTHoLic for Febru- 
ary, 1942, p. 39. 

*For confirmation of this, see THe Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLIC for March and May, 1941, 
pp. 61-63 and 118-121 respectively. 












ECULIARITIES is used here in no 

disparaging sense. The peculiarities 
of Irish Catholicism are its individual 
characteristics that mould and fashion 
it into something distinct from the na- 
tional Catholicism of other races. 









Roman Catholicism is fond of nour- 
ishing the fiction that it is one and the 
same throughout the world. This is 
true only in the sense that as an inter- 
national political institution working 
through its hierarchy it has everywhere 
the same purposes and goals. In every 
other sense, particularly in matters of 
religion, there is only the remotest re- 
semblance between the Catholicism of 
different countries—for instance, be- 
tween the religious consciousness and 
outlook of an Italian and that of an 
Irishman. The easy-going, carefree 
Catholicism of Italy that makes light of 
Friday abstinence and Sunday mass 
stands in stark contrast to the grim 
Trish Catholicism that makes of these 
two observances the basic fibre of its 
publie belief. Irish Catholics, even in 
the United States, consider Italians 
Catholic in name only. Italian Catho- 
lies, on the other hand, think Irish Ca- 
tholicism a mere veneer, lacking the 
foundation of true Catholic culture and 
morality. They point in derision at the 
falling birth rate of Irish-American 
Catholics. Italian Catholicism and Irish 
Catholicism differ as profoundly as the 
lax Roman paganism and the rigorous 
Irish druidism on which they are re- 
spectively founded. 



























Catholicism, the religion of mass ap- 





1The writer heard Archbishop Paul Mar- 
ella, Apostolic Delegate to Japan, make this 
statement when he was secretary to Cardi- 
nal Fumasoni-Biondi at that time Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States. 
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PECULIARITIES OF IRISH CATHOLICISM 


By James J. Murrey 


peal, is not nearly so rigid as Protes- 
tants imagine. In a true if unflattering 
sense it can be compared to a large, 
parasitic mass that seeps gradually into 
the mould of a newly-converted race. It 
adapts itself to the needs, weaknesses 
and peculiarities of the race while at 
the same time absorbing and making 
use for its own growth of the native 
strength, talent and genius of the peo- 
ple. This is why Catholicism becomes 
so nationalistic in each country and 
differs from country to country. This, 
too, is the reason why Catholicism was 
able to take on the superstitions, the 
laws, the organizational genius of an- 
cient Rome. For this very same reason 
it could, in the event of a Hitler vic- 
tory, adapt itself to the needs and as- 
pirations of Pan-Germanism. All that 
would be needed is the right formula— 
this the Jesuits would take care of. 


Chief characteristic of Irish Catholi- 
cism is its identification of race and re- 
ligion. The Irish Catholic thinks of 
every Irishman as a Catholic? and 
thinks the only honest-to-goodness Cath- 
olies are the Irish. In the eyes of the 
Irish, a Catholic who ‘“gives up the 
faith’’ and turns Protestant is dis- 
owned as an Irishman and branded as 
a disgrace to the race. The Irish shrug 
off the idea of an Italian or ‘‘foreign”’ 
priest giving up the priesthood, but the 
idea of an Irishman ‘‘forsaking the 
cloth’’ makes the Irish think the low- 
est pit of hell too good for him for 
‘bringing shame on his own blood and 
race’’. 


This peculiar and perfect fusion of 





*This obsession recently led even the 
Catholic press into the error of hailing 
(Protestant) Captain Colin Kelly as a proof 
of Catholic patriotism. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 71 


race and religion is the result of cen- 
turies of Irish persecution. A parallel 
ease is that of the Poles. Catholicism in 
these cases was the one unifying foree 
that brought and kept together a people 
deprived of statehood or even a govern- 
ment of its own, It also became a tan- 
gible belief and a badge of honor that 
widened the cleavage between them and 
their enemies. In the case of the Irish, 
a man’s Catholicism as well as his 
patriotism came to be measured by his 
hatred of Protestant England. 

Because church organization in Ire- 
land, during centuries of persecution, 
was that of a missionary country lack- 
ing prelacies and religious pageantry, 
the eyes of Irish Catholics turned in- 
stinectively to Rome. The Irish became 
more papal than the pope. Veneration 
of the pope and allegiance to the Roman 
See became the highlight of Irish Cath- 
olicism. This was in marked contrast to 
the widespread distrust of the Italian 
papacy so characteristic of continental 
Catholicism, particularly of France 
whose clerics still speak of the Roman 
monsignori as ‘‘les rats du Vatican’’. 

A second peculiarity of the Irish ver- 
sion of Catholicism is its extreme ven- 
eration for its clergy. The Irish con- 
sider their priests virtually impeccable. 
They carry out in practice the legend- 
ary saying attributed to Francis of As- 
sisi that if he were confronted by a 
priest and an angel he would offer his 
respects first to the priest. Reliable re- 
ports of clerical lapses from celibacy 
fall on deaf ears and are dismissed as 
idle gossip. 

The Irish glorification of their clergy 
is embodied in the title of ‘‘Father’’. 
The name implies the intimate trust, 
love and respect the Irishman has for 
a ‘‘man of the cloth’’. Through Irish 
influence in English-speaking countries 
this same title of address is used for all 
priests. But in no Catholic country in 
the world were parish priests ever 


called ‘‘Father’’. In France, for in- 
stance, they are simply entitled ‘‘mon- 
sieur’’; in Italy they are called Zio 
(‘‘Unele’’) or Zi’ prete (‘‘Uncle 
priest’’) and addressed as ‘‘ Don’’. 

The lofty position of the Irish clergy 
opened the way to their domination of 
the social and political life of the coun- 
try. In learning and culture they stood 
above the Irish masses who had been de- 
prived of all education. Partly out of a 
desire to serve and partly out of self- 
complacency the priest became the 
would-be lawyer, doctor, justice of the 
peace and matrimonial match-maker to 
all and sundry within his parish. As the 
political organization of the country 
evolved in the last century, priests and 
prelates became more and more em- 
broiled in polities. In the present cen- 
tury laymen belonging to this or that 
political organization were excommuni- 
cated by the bishop of one diocese and 
honored by his prelatial confrere across 
the border line. Terrence McSweeney, 
famed Irish patriot and hunger-striker, 
was refused Christian burial in one 
diocese; his body was transported a 
short distance to another diocese where 
he was buried with the highest of 
church honors in a funeral attended by 
hundreds of clergymen and many bish- 
ops and other prelates. 


Today the clergy and hierarchy of 
Ireland are more active than ever on 
the political front stirring up hatred 
and distrust of England and the democ- 
racies because they are Protestant.® 


Externalism is one of the earmarks 
of Irish Catholicity. Public profession 
of Catholicism and public attendance 
at church are of the essence of Irish 
Catholicism. An Irishman may be no- 


5On the arrival of the AEF in Ulster in 
January, the political leaders of Eire, whose 
careers can be made or unmade by eccles- 
iastical fiat, called Americans Quislingites 
and even said that they would rather have 
on their soil [hated] English troops than 
Americans. 
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torious for political thievery or immoral 
living but he is still considered a Cath- 
olic as long as he goes to mass on Sun- 
days. But once an Irishman stops giving 
this external subservience and financial 
support to the hierarchy and its regula- 
tions he ceases to be a ‘‘Catholic’’, re- 
gardless of his belief in the essential 
dogmas of Catholicism and a blameless 
life. 

This over-emphasis on mere externals 
is unknown in Catholic countries, apart 
from Ireland. Abstinence from meat on 
Fridays and attendance at mass on Sun- 
days are considered trivial matters in 
Italy, France and Spain. They are the 
exceptions rather than the rule, espe- 
cially in the case of men. 

Grim, repressive rigorism has been a 
mark of the church in Ireland. It went 
hand-in-hand with the damp, depress- 
ing climate and the church’s emphasis 
on externalism. This rigorism of the 
church in Ireland can be traced to the 
deep-rooted Jansenism of France where 
most of the Irish clergy used to be 
trained. There the young seminarians 
were indoctrinated with over-emphasis 
on the evils of sex, the horrors of hell 
fire and the burden of life in this ‘‘ vale 
of tears’’.* On their return to France, 
the Irish priests with a holier-than-thou 
attitude harangued incessantly against 
the harmless levity of young people. 
Even in recent years they scathingly de- 
nounced from the pulpit modern dances, 
public amusements, sleeveless dresses, 
shortened skirts, bobbed hair, lipstick 
and rouge. Those who indulged in such 
‘*deceits of the devil’? were publicly 
berated. Nowadays, as the Irish church 
continues its losing battle against mod- 
ern mores, the hatreds and obsessions 
of Irish rigorism are left more and more 
to rankle within the minds of their 
authors without being breathed into 
words. Fear of losing parishioners is 




































‘Well-known Catholic expression popu- 
larized in the prayer to Mary entitled “Hail, 
Holy Queen!”. 
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the reason. Only in backward country 
districts where the priest still rules su- 
preme does he dare to unbridle his 
tongue and rant against the innocent 
mirth of youth and the trifling vanities 
of the fairer sex. 


The Catholicism of the Irish has be- 
come the backbone of the Roman Cath- 
olie church throughout the English. 
speaking world. But the Catholicism of 
the descendants of Irish immigrants to 
democratic countries has undergone 
great changes. Here in America, for ex- 
ample, the Irish Catholies of today have 
taken on the ways and customs of dem- 
ocratie Protestantism. They have a new- 
found tolerance of all creeds and free- 
dom from the political domination of 
cleries. The Irish-American clergy itself 
has lost its air of hell-and-damnation 
and its forbidding rigorism. 


The hold of Roman Catholicism on 
the American Irish decreases with each 
generation. Widespread leakage and 
birth control, as well as the increasing 
laxity of the clergy, foredoom the future 
of Irish Catholicism in this country. 
Irish-American Catholics believe in 
birth control and practise it freely, al- 
though they are forbidden to do so 
under pain of mortal sin. This open 
flouting of Catholic belief and practice 
leads first to conflicts of conscience 
within the believer and then, little by 
little, to distrust of Catholic ‘‘infal- 
lible’’ doctrines and finally to loss of 
faith. Once faith in the church is weak- 
ened, external adherence and conformi- 
ty linger for a while and eventually 
cease. Fallen-away Catholics usually 
lapse into agnosticism. 

Birth control is the Achilles’ heel of 
Catholicism. On this issue the Catholic 
church is caught in an impasse where 
there is no retreat. The exit door of 
Catholicism is beginning to swing open. 
The future belongs to Protestantism, if 
it is aggressive enough to seize the op- 
portunity. 
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MUST IT PERISH? 


RONOUNCEMENTS of Catholic 

spokesmen in post-Pearl Harbor 
America, though somewhat tempered, 
are nonetheless as destructive of our 
American way of life as before. Every 
true American knows that our stagger- 
ing war effort in output of men and 
materials is chiefly to defend and pre- 
serve: 1) the right of workers to or- 
ganize for decent conditions of work 
and pay; 2) our free American system 
of education ; 3) legal guarantees of in- 
dividual rights and liberties; 4) a so- 
cial order where all are free to order 
their religious life, marriage and domes- 
tic affairs according to the dictates of 
conscience. 


Yet, Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, in 
a radio broadcast on the Catholic Hour, 
Sunday, January 18, condemned in 
turn each of these four fundamentals 
of American life as ‘‘not worth preserv- 
ing’, erying out after each ‘‘Let it 
perish !’’ Following are quotations from 
his address : 


‘“‘A particular economic system, 
which, under the cloak of organized 
labor, permits subversive groups and 
racketeers to infiltrate into its ranks 

. is not worth preserving. Let it 
perish ! 


‘‘A system of education, which ig- 
nores, sometimes repudiates, religion 
and morality, which trains the in- 
tellect to the utter disregard of the 
will, which teaches that there is no 
such thing as right and wrong, which 
after four years of college still leaves 
the student unsupplied with a philos- 
ophy of life, is not worth preserving. 
Let it perish! 


** A theory of law which would declare 
that the State is the source of all 
rights and liberties, which would af- 
firm that education is the right of the 
State and not the right of the parent 
[the Catholic church], which would 


teach that the laws of justice are the 
creation of the moods of the com- 
munity. . . that law itself is the only 
instrument of power .. . that kind of 
legal theory is not worth preserving. 
Let it perish! 


‘*A social system which destroys the 
sacredness of vows and of treaties by 
permitting the break-up of marriage 
through divorce . . . is not worth pre- 
serving. Let it perish!’’ 


Calling for a New Order after the 
pope’s plan, he asked: ‘‘Should we not 
look upon the American way of life not 
as something to be defended, but as 
something to be emended?’’. He leaves 
no doubt that his kind of emendation 
of our American way of life is, fascist- 
like, first to let perish its vital institu- 
tions of freedom of labor, freedom of 
education, its legal guarantees of lib- 
erty in religious, social and domestic af- 
fairs, and substitute for them an author- 
itarian system in each particular—all, 
of course, to be in accordance with 
Roman Catholic church teaching. Adolf 
Hitler has put all this on record, and in 
much plainer terms, in his Mein Kampf. 


oer 


RESIGNATION FROM ROME 


FOLLOWING is a copy of the resigna- 
tion from the Roman Catholic church 
of Edmund Joseph Savoie, sent to 
William Cardinal O’Connell, Boston, 
Mass. : 


**T, Edmund Joseph Savoie, a mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic church, 
having studied the theology of that 
ehurch, and having arrived at the 
conclusion that its exactions on hu- 
man reason are inconsistent with my 
inner religious convictions, do deem 
it inadvisable to continue my affili- 
ation with that body, effective this 
first day of January, nineteen forty- 
two. 


(signed) EpMuNp JosePH Savorr’’ 
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On the Lookout 


By James J. MurPHY 


PROSELYTING FOR DEFENSE 


SAVING AMERICA for the Catholic church 
is the ideal proposed to American youth by 
the Right Rev. Francis W. Walsh, vicar 
delegate of the Roman Catholic church to 
the U. S. armed forces. In a baccalaureate 
address at Manhattanville College to the 
affiliated Newman Clubs of New York City 
high schools he said in part: “I say you 
can give aid to your country now. First, you 
can remain loyal and faithful Catholics 
yourselves, and second, you can bring as 
many [non-Catholic] boys and girls to the 
Catholic faith as possible. . . They realize 
that there is a void in their life, but they 
don’t know where or what it is. The Cath- 
olic religion would fill that void.” (N. Y. 
Herald-Tribune, Jan. 26, 1942.) 


Monsignor Walsh is in charge of the 
Army camps and naval stations along the 
Atlantic seaboard from New York to North 
Carolina. Resident chaplains in individual 
camps and naval stations are under his 
direction. 


The newspaper item quoted above con- 
tains the enlightening disclosure that Cath- 
olic students of our public schools are offi- 
cially organized within the school along de- 
nominational lines: “The Newman Clubs 
are the official organizations of the Cath- 
olic church in public and other non-Cath- 
olic schools.” Catholic priests are assigned 
as chaplains of the different public schools 
and are organizers of the Newman Clubs. 
Father Francis Quinn is chaplain at Tex- 
tile High School on W. 18th Street; Father 
Thomas O’Brien at Columbus High School 


in the Bronx, etc. 
é * . 


ADVICE TO THE LOVELORN 


MOST REVEREND John F. O’Hara, high- 
est ranking Catholic prelate affiliated with 
the U. S. armed forces, took occasion at the 
Waldorf-Astoria communion breakfast of 
1200 Catholic women to ridicule the num- 
ber and variety of America’s defense move- 
ments as a “foolish dissipation of energy 
that is evident all about us”. Relieved of 
this Coughlinite barb, he “called on Cath- 


olic women to put aside ‘self-seeking’ and 
‘self-dependence’ and to sacrifice and pray. 
He indicated that one useful sacrifice a 
woman can make is to refuse to marry a 
man in the armed forces so that she will 
not become an additional worry for him.” 
(N. Y. Herald-Tribune.) It is typical of the 
conceit and arrogance of the unmarried 
Roman Catholic hierarchy that it should 
presume to make an arbitrary decision on 
the intimate, personal relations of indi- 
viduals and propose it for universal observ- 
ance. It would never occur to the bachelor 
prelate that a decision that might be ad- 
visable in one individual case would be dis- 
astrous in another. The next time a Cath- 
olic spokesman prates about his church’s 
love for “the rights of individuals”, it will 
be clearer than ever how to interpret it. 


s. ¢ # 


THE END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS 


JESUIT Father Le Buffe conducted at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel the twenty-third an- 
nual convention of the Newman Clubs of 
non-sectarian colleges throughout New York 
State and lower New England. He chose as 
the theme of the convention, “The Catholic 
Churech—the Bulwark of Democracy.” 


Among other things Father Le Buffe said: 
“The entire philosophy of American demo- 
cratic government today is based on the 
writings of Catholics alone and practically 
all of it by Catholic priests. .. The one bul- 
wark against totalitarianism is the bul- 
wark of natural rights. .. And the only one 
who has been successfully defining them is 
the Catholic Church. . . Not all dictators are 
wrong, for in wartime we must have some 
form of dictatorship. But if he (the dicta- 
tor) preserves those [natural] rights, he 
is a dictator of the right sort.” (N. Y. 
Times, Feb. 1, 1942.) 


Jesuits claim that they do not teach that 
“the end justifies the means”. The fact is 
that they do not teach it in theory but carry 
it out in practice. The above statements 
are a case in point. Father Le Buffe knows 
perfectly well that it is not true that our 
democratic government stems from Cath- 
olic writings, much less Catholic writings 
alone. He also knows that for centuries our 
democratic courts here and in England have 
magnificently defined natural rights. But 
he finds the opportunity of indoctrinating 
these youths with untruths that glorify the 
Catholic church—an “end that justifies the 
means”. 
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SANCTUM SANCTORUM 


THE RECESSES OF TIBET are no more 
secret or inaccessible to the public than are 
the carefully guarded houses of priests and 
religious communities. This secrecy creates 
a taboo of holiness—and incidentally saves 
money by evading fire and safety regula- 
tions. Many “religious houses” are sheer 
fire-traps. 


































Air-raid protection threatened for a mo- 
ment this artificial secrecy of rectories, 
convents and monasteries but not for long. 
In New York City the auxiliary bishop used 
his political influence to make arrange- 
ments that each religious house would ap- 
point one of its members “control director”. 
Let Bishop McIntyre describe in his own 
words the resulting advantages: “With this 
provision complied with, we are assured by 
the police officials that air-raid wardens in 
the fulfillment of their duties will deal 
{only] with the building control director, 
thus obviating the necessity of their enter- 
ing or inspecting the premises.” (N. Y. 
Times, Dec. 31, 1941.) It is to be gratui- 
tously assumed that the unexamined “con- 
trol directors” are qualified and, also, that 
they are conscientiously carrying out all 
precautions. 

















The New York Police Commissioner Val- 
entine, appointed by Mayor La Guardia, is 
in virtual control of aid-raid protection. He 
is a zealous Catholic, a member of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe parish in Brooklyn. 










*- *£ * 






ROMAN NEPOTISM 


INDICATIVE of the cordial relations be- 
tween the Vatican and the Axis was a 
recent recommendation by Premier Mus- 
solini that King Victor Emmanuel confer 
the title of prince on the descendants of 
Marquis Francesco Pacelli, brother of 
Pope Pius XII. It will be recalled that the 
Pacelli brothers were both highly instru- 
mental in effecting the Lateran Treaty of 
1929 which is now producing the satis- 
factory results planned from its inception. 


The Pacellis are one of the many noble 
families of Rome that are on the inside of 
the track in the race for Vatican titles and 
preferments. The Collegio dei Nobili in 
Rome makes a specialty of grooming the 
aspiring nobles for ecclesiastical dignities 
until after they are ‘“‘placed’’, subsequent 
to their ordination. From then on their 
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fate depends on their native tact and on 


family 
circles. 


The Cicognanis are another instance of 
such favoritism. Amleto Cicognani was 
appointed Secretary of the Congregation 
of Extraordinary Affairs, a Vatican bu- 
reaucracy; he was later named Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States. He now 
lives in luxury in a palatial residence in 
Washington, D. C. In a few years he will 
be created cardinal and will reside in 
Rome. His brother is also an archbishop 
and papal envoy; he will also be given a 
cardinalate. 


connections in Vatican court 


INCREASE IN RELIGION 
ATTENDANCE at church has increased 
since America’s entry into the war, accord- 
ing to reports coming in from all parts of 
the country to the National Council of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. The Long Is- 
land diocese reported the largest Christmas 
attendance in its history. All churches re- 
marked that increase in religious offerings 
kept pace with increase in attendance. 


* * * 


MYRON C. TAYLOR 

THE PERSONAL ENVOY of President 
Roosevelt to the Vatican recently showed 
for the first time a ten-minute motion pic- 
ture of his first talk with the pope. He 
showed it at the communion breakfast of 
the Catholic Carroll Club, founded by ex- 
Countess Brady, financial ‘angel’ of the 
Vatican. Mr. Taylor said the Vatican took 
the picture and presented a copy to him as 
a present. 


The Herald-Tribune described the mo- 
tion picture as follows: “President Roose- 
velt’s tall gray-haired Episcopalian repre- 
sentative genuflected several times as he 
approached the seated Pope, the pictures 
showed. The Pope rose, smiled, held his 
hand out in greeting and then began speak- 
ing volubly. Mr. Taylor appeared a bit nerv- 
ous as the Papal guards in their multi- 
colored medieval uniforms escorted him in 
and out and his hands closed and opened 
noticeably at one point.” 


* * ® 


IT was announced from Vichy, Jan. 17, 
that the pope had given 1,500,000 francs to 
parishes in France hit hardest by the war. 
Most of the pope’s money comes from the 
United States. 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH AND BIRTH 
CONTROL 


DIVISION in the Catholic church on the 
subject of birth control was pointed out at 
the annual meeting of the New York State 
Federation for Planned Parenthood by its 
counsel, Mr. Morris Ernst. The N. Y. Times 
of January 28th reports his speech as fol- 
lows: “Mr. Ernst said the Catholic church 
‘favors limitation of families on the 
grounds of health or where there is inade- 
quate food or shelter or where incomes are 
low’. He remarked that the only difference 
between the federation and the Catholic 
church was that ‘their [the church’s] 
method doesn’t work’. He told the mem- 
bers of the federation that the Catholic 
church was divided on the question of birth 
control, and that ‘instead of a direct at- 
tack on the church, your attack should be 
in widening the division’.” 


THE CATHOLIC SOCIAL LAG 


FREE RELIGIONS endorsed thirty years 
ago the formation of Girl Scout organiza- 
tions. Of all denominations, Catholicism 
alone clung to the medieval notion of re- 
pressed womanhood. The pope’s detesta- 
tion of athletics for girls sporadically 
reaches the boiling point and releases 
steam in a public tirade against ‘“‘pagan 
practices” and ‘“‘womanly immodesty”’. 


For thirty years even the American 
hierarchy, the “liberals” of international 
Catholicism, refused to approve a Girl 
Scout program. Fearing, on the other 
hand, to sponsor public opposition to a 
spontaneous social movement, the hier- 
archy compromised by winking at in- 
dividual parish units of Girl Scouts in the 
few parishes where the pastors were suf- 
ficiently social-minded to approve of them. 
But no diocesan, much less national, or- 
ganization of such units was allowed. 


At long last, the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, mouthpiece of the hier- 
archy, has found that its reactionary cause 
is hopeless and has given in to social 
pressure. In late December it countenanced 
the establishment of a national association 
of Catholic Girl Scouts. 


The American hierarchy has ‘‘pulled a 
fast one” on the arch-reactionaries of the 
Roman Curia. The approval of the Catho- 
lic Girl Scout movement has been given 


under the pretext of a national defense 
measure. When the war is over, the Curie 
will be faced with a fait accompli—and 
will be too dependent on the American 
hierarchy as its democratic front to run 
counter to its decision. 


* ¢ 8 


SILENCE GIVES CONSENT 


BANKER AND INDUSTRIALIST, Cyrus 
Eaton of Cleveland, Ohio, has a tender 
spot in his heart for the church of Rome 
as an upholder of capitalism and the 
“established order’’. In consequence he 
penned a letter to the Apostolic Delegate 
in Washington asking the Catholic church 
to denounce German and Japanese pagan- 
ism. “Once the church has spoken, Italy 
can no longer range herself on the side 
of these ruthless aggressors nor Ireland 
continue to remain aloof from the strug- 
gle... Must Rome, the ancient and august 
spiritual metropolis of the world, bow to 
Berlin and Tokio? Certainly it need not 
if the Catholic church exerts its great in- 
fluence to the fullest measure in defeating 
the evil ambitions of Germany and Japan.” 


Mr. Eaton’s naiveté proves that Rome 
can deceive even the elect. 


The Catholic church has, of course, 
ignored the above request and continued 
its passive assistance to the Axis. The 
Apostolic Delegate obliged to refuse this 
forthright plea and unable to give the real 
reasons could not afford to publish a pub- 
lic answer. 


Catholic Rome by its actions which 
speak louder than words gives its answer to 
the dilemma placed before it by Mr. 
Eaton: Denounce the Axis or bow to Ber- 
lin. It bows to Berlin. 


*. * & 


BINGO VS. NATIONAL DEFENSE 


A FIRST AID STATION was needed in the 
neighborhood of St. Helen’s parochial 
school in Milwaukee. A little space in the 
school building would have served the pur- 
pose. The pastor turned down the request 
of the emergency medical relief committee. 
The Milwaukee Journal quotes him as say- 
ing, “bingo games played in the basement 
of the school during certain week nights 
make that area unavailable while upper 
floors of the building are taxed to capacity. 
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SOME PHILIPPINE HISTORY 


HE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
has had much to do with the 
history of the Philippines both 
before and after their occupa- 

tion by the United States. How much 
influence it will have there now under 
the rule of the Japanese invaders re- 
mains to be seen. 


A band of Spanish Augustinian 
monks, in 1561, forty years after the 
discovery of the Philippines, settled in 
the islands and soon exerted great 
power there. They were followed in 1577 
by the Franciscans, in 1581 by the 
Jesuits, in 1587 by the Dominicans, 
and in 1606 by the Recoletes. During 
the last century other Catholic religious 
orders settled in the islands—the Paul- 
ines in 1862; the Capuchins in 1886, 
and the Benedictines in 1895. The Bene- 
dictines are a non-centralized order, and 
although generally noted for their lib- 
eral social outlook, this is not the case in 
all its branches. American Benedictines, 
for example, are noted neither for their 
scholarship nor their liberal point of 
view. The Benedictines who settled in 
the Philippines and who still have a 
house there are members of the Congre- 
gation of the Primitive Observance; 
their numbers are recruited and import- 
ed from the peasant class in Spain. 
They entertain none of the progressive 
views of the Benedictines of the French 
or Beuronese Congregations, and at no 
time offered any opposition to Jesuit 
domination of the church in the Phil- 
ippines. 


Before the Filipinos revolted against 
their Spanish masters in 1896, the num- 
bers of monks in the islands, according 
to the published statement of the Jesuits 
of Manila, were as follows: 


Augustinians 
Recoletes 
Dominicans 
Franciscans 


Capuchins 
Benedictines 


As a result of the report to Congress 
of the Furst Philippine Commission, ap- 
pointed by President McKinley on Jan- 
uary 20, 1899, the friars (but not the 
Jesuits) were obliged to leave the Phil- 
ippines at the request to the Vatican of 
the Government of the United States. 
This report, transmitted to Congress on 
February 2, 1900, was published in four 
volumes by the Government, and con- 
tains an array of facts, supported by 
testimony of an unimpeachable char- 
acter, all tending to show that the monks 
in the Philippines had declined in use- 
fulness, and, in many cases, had become 
inordinately acquisitive, morally de- 
generate and politically offensive to the 
Filipinos. 

It must be remembered, however, that 
when these monks arrived in the Phil- 
ippines in the sixteenth century, they 
found some of the people ‘‘ wholly sav- 
age and cannibal; others semi-barba- 
rous; all of them pagan, idolaters, sunk 
in the densest darkness of superstition, 
slavery and vice’’. By the year 1900, 
barbarism had practically disappeared 
and slavery had been abolished, except 
in Mindanao, Casilan, Salu, Palawan 
and in some smaller islands adjacent to 
them, which are still inhabited chiefly 
by Mohammedan and heathen tribes. 
At that time, the number of Roman 
Catholies in the Philippines was esti- 
mated to be more than six millions. 
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No one has ever denied that credit for 
this is due to the Spanish monks during 
their three centuries of control of the 
Philippines. In many respects, these 
monks displayed great heroism and self- 
sacrifice in their missionary tours into 
the benighted interior of the islands. 
They built schools, hospitals, cathedrals 
and monasteries. But the form of civ- 
ilization they established was nearer the 
civilization of the Middle Ages than 
that of the United States, and it would 
not have been difficult for other mission- 
aries to have created a purer and no- 
bler form of civilization than that pro- 
duced by the Catholic monks. The fact 
remains, however, that whatever prog- 
ress was made was due almost wholly to 
the labors of these Spanish monks and 
friars. 

On the other hand, no one ean disa- 
gree with the official report of the Phil- 
ippine Commission that by the end of 
the 19th century the rights of the Fili- 
pinos were ‘‘shamefully invaded and 
ruthlessly trampled upon’’, and that 
the friars, all of them Spaniards, sup- 
ported the Spanish rulers in their tyr- 
anny over the people. It was also 
brought to light that the hostility of the 
Filipinos was even more bitter toward 
the friars than towards their Spanish 
civil rulers; that of the two, the friars 
were more to be feared and hated. When 
the rebellion broke out, most of the 
friars were obliged to flee from their 
estates to save their lives; at the close 
of the year 1900, only 472 of them re- 
mained on the islands, so many of them 
had been slain or imprisoned. 

Frank 8S. Bourns, chief surgeon of the 
volunteer American army, testifying 
before the above-mentioned Philippine 
Commission, was asked if, in his visits 
to the islands, he had discovered any 
antagonism to the friars. He replied 
that in every region he visited he found 
very marked antagonism, based upon 
the moral and financial abuses of the 
monks. He also affirmed that the people 


considered themselves good Catholics 
but that they objected to the great 
power of the monastic and mendicant 
orders, which was grossly abused. 


The following excerpts from other 
testimonies substantiate this: 


1) Testimony of Sefior Melliza: 
“The friar is the man who has tried to 
dominate the people, and the people have 
a great repugnance to the friars. One of 
the reasons that resistance to America 
was decided upon in the Philippine Is- 
lands was the fact that the friars’ property 
was seen to be respected, and that they 
remained here. Furthermore, the property 
of the friars is not really theirs. The 
properties that they have were given them 
by the people, not for the friars them- 
selves, but for the welfare of the givers’ 
souls, and for the purpose of benefit to the 
people and the purposes of education and 
other benefits to the people.” 


2) Testimony of Senor Rosario, a 
man of some importance in Luzon: 


“It is impossible to retain here the relig- 
ious corporations as they existed before, 
for they cause a great problem—one state 
within another state. As happens in 
every nation in the world in which there 
is clerical domination, Rome has power 
over the religious corporations, and con- 
sequently intervenes in the affairs of the 
nation; and it came to pass in former 
times here that Rome had more power in 
the state than Spain, for there were re 
ligious corporations here that combined 
and were very strong, and Rome had 
really more power than Spain in the 
country. The proclamation of the Gover- 
nor-General speaks of the separation of 
Church and State, but this is not enough 
fur the Philippine Islands. This idea, 
which is very well in free countries like 
the United States, is not enough for the 
Philippine Islands, which are very much 
governed by the religious corporations. . . 
If the property is returned to the friars 
an agrarian war will result, that is, such 
a war as we have now, a war of the agri- 
cultural classes against the property 
owners. If their property is taken away 
from them and they still remain here 
they will cause another war, for they 
have the protection of Rome. When I 
speak of Rome I refer to the Vatican, the 
Papal power.’ 
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When Senor Rosario was reminded by 
Professor Worcester, a member of the 
Congress, that there were many Catho- 
lies in America with the power of Rome 
behind them, and yet they produced no 
war, he said : 

“The friar in the Philippines is entirely 

different from the friar in Europe or 

America. . . The friar here is not a relig- 

jous person. .. He is not a Catholic who 

preaches religion. . . He is a factor in 


public life, capable of disturbing the pub- 
lic order.” 


3) Testimony of Senor José de Lu- 
wriaga, of the Congress of the Island 
of Negros: 


“A great many people in Negros have 
been shot through the unjust and calumn- 
ious denunciations of the friars. . . In 
the first place they complain of the grasp- 
ing spirit of the friars. The friars wish 
to be the civil authority and the military 
authority; and they were the complete 
owners of a man’s body and soul. The 
friar is the personification of autocracy, 
and has as his object the exploitation, 
spiritually and materially, of the native.” 


Most significant of all is the testi- 
mony of the Jesuits of Manila on the 
subject of freedom of religion in the 
Philippines, which was incorporated in- 
to the fourth volume of the Commis- 
sion’s report. After defending the his- 
tory of the monastic missions in the 
Philippines, the Jesuits placed them- 
selves on record as opposed to religious 
freedom as follows: 


1 Editor’s note: The “religious corpora- 
tion” of which Sefior Rosario spoke is un- 
known in the United States, cannot exist, in 
fact, according to American law in any part 
of the United States and its possessions. It 
was allowed by Spanish law in the Philip- 
pines and Puerto Rico and abolished after 
these territories were taken over by the 
United States. The Roman church religious 
corporation is a creature of the Roman 
Curia, existing and owning properties for- 
ever (by the “dead hand”) without any re- 
lation to or dependence upon the civil law 
of a country. When President Taft visited 
Pope Leo XIII he told him frankly that 
such “supra-national legal entities” could 
hever be allowed to exist by American law. 


“Therefore religion—and, consequently, 
morality—being so universal in the 
Philippines, would it be advisable to 
introduce liberty of religious worship 
into this country? If by freedom of re- 
ligion is understood religious tolerance 
in fact, by virtue of which no one can 
be compelled to profess Catholicism, or 
be persecuted for not being a Catholic, 
but each individual may privately pro- 
fess the religion which suits his bent, 
then this liberty has always existed in 
the Philippines; and no Filipino or for- 
eigner has ever been forced to embrace 
the Catholic religion. 


“But if by liberty of religion is under- 
stood the granting to all religions—tfor 
example, to worship of Confucius, or 
of Mohammed—and to all the Protes- 
tant sects equal rights to open schools, 
erect churches, create parishes, have 
processions and public ceremonies, with 
the Catholic church, we believe that it 
would not only NOT be advisable, but it 
would be a lamentable measure for any 
government which may rule the des- 
tinies of the Filipinos. 


“Two serious obstacles may oppose 
the rights of Catholicism in the Philip- 
pines. The first is the Americans who 
are now governing here, and the second 
is the Filipinos themselves. The Ameri- 
cans enjoy in America the most com- 
plete religious liberty. Why then should 
they not enjoy the same liberty on mov- 
ing to the Philippines? We answer that 
each citizen should conform to the 
laws of the country in which he lives 
. .. The majority of the Philippine in- 
surgents were addicted to Masonry. 
They had agreed a long time ago to 
work for the expulsion of the friars, 
and, drunken with the wine of liberty, 
they asked for all liberties, including 
religious freedom.” 


In view of the foregoing one can un- 
derstand the justice and fairness of the 
conclusion of President Jacob Gould 
Schurman, who headed the Commission 
which heard all the evidence and studied 
the problem in all its phases, namely, 
that the Vatican be requested to with- 
draw the friars and that their proper- 
ties be purchased by the Government 
and sold in small holdings to the actual 
tenants. 












The efforts made by the United States 
to educate the Filipinos for democracy 
from that day till the Japanese attack 
against the Philippines on December 7, 
1941, would have been in vain had this 
solution to the Philippine friar problem 
not been found and acted upon. The 
stranglehold of the papal power of 
Rome over the Filipinos, exercised 
through the ‘‘inordinately acquisitive, 
morally degenerate and politically of- 
fensive’’ friars, had first to be broken 
before educating the Filipinos to the 
principles of democratie government. 


2 Or 


LETTER FROM MANILA 
BEFORE the Philippines were cut off 
from us by Japanese aggression, the 
following was reported by a Methodist 
missionary to the Zion Herald of Bos- 
ton, Mass. : 


“Because the Methodists have built strong 
foundations of church life in the Philip- 
pines, leaders of that church are being 
increasingly required to carry additional 
responsibilities in Christian union enter- 
prises. This is noticeable in a new rela- 
tionship of friendship being built up. be- 
tween the evangelical churches and the 
Aglipayan [independent Catholic] church, 
which has 1,500,000 membership. The 
writer was a sponsor at the consecration 
of a newly-elected bishop of that church 
several months ago in the Province of 
Ilocos Norte. 


“The strongest force for progressive 
good government, for the improvement 
of educational and social standards, for 
the advancement of personal morality 
and for the enlarged emphasis on per- 
sonal responsibility, grows out of the 
Protestant movement. This has been 
proved again and again in the last six 
years since the Commonwealth of the 
Philippines was set up. 


“By and large the Roman Catholic 
church stands for authoritarian control 
and refusal to believe in the democratic 
way of life. The Jesuit order sponsors 
a radio hour which many times has ridi- 
culed American democracy in ways 
that would not be permitted in the 
United States proper. This program, of 
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course, tends to overreach itself, and 
promotes resentment on the part of 
intelligent Catholics.” 


-—-O-- 


DOLLARS FOR THE VATICAN 
—AND HITLER 


ILE SUM of $300,000 was sent to 
the Vatican by the Catholic bishops 
of the United States as a gift to the 
pope for distribution at Christmas to 
war sufferers in more than twelve coun- 
tries of Europe. Among the countries 
which benefited by these American dol- 
lars were: Poland, Portugal, Belgium, 
Holland, France, Luxemburg, Sis-vakia 
and Croatia. These are Nazi-occupied 
countries (except pro-Nazi Portugal) 
where this foreign currency would first 
buy relief for those in distress and then 
pass into the coffers of the Nazi war 
lords. Small sums also went to Ireland 
and (Nazi-oceupied) Russia. 
Although Vatican City it situated in 
the heart of Italy, with which the 
United States and Britain are at war, 
American money and uncensored mail 
can be transferred to Rome through the 
pope’s delegates in countries of the 
United Nations. 
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THE FOLLOWING is from The New 
York State Journal of Medicine: 


‘A Nazi with heart disease must not 
use digitalis, which comes from a Jew, 
Ludwig Trauve; and if he has a 
toothache, he may not use cocaine be- 
cause he will be profiting by the work 
of Solomon Syricker. He must not 
treat typhus because he will have to 
avail himself of the discoveries of 
Widel and Weil. If he has diabetes, 
he must not use insulin because of 
the researches of Minkowsky. If he 
has a headache, he must shun pyra- 
midon and antipyrin. If he has con- 
vulsions, he must put up with them, 
for a Jew, Oscar Leibrich, thought of 
chloral hydrate. And so on through 
the long list of great modern medical 
discoveries.’ 
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HOW ROMAN CATHOLICISM CAME 
TO IRELAND 


MANY TIMES we have pointed out that 
Roman Catholicism was not the form of 
Christianity practiced in Ireland from the 
time of Saint Patrick up till the twelfth 
century. Irish people refuse to believe that 
their ancestors received Roman Catholic 
beliefs and practices from the English. 


The following quotations from the Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica are in confirmation of 
this fact: 


“EARLY in his reign, 1155, Henry III 
of England had, through his envoy, 
John of Salisbury, received from [Pope] 
Adrian IV the grant of Ireland ‘as an in- 
heritance’, on condition that he should 
reduce to order the Irish Church and 
State. The so-called Bull ‘Laudabili- 
ter,’ which defines the grant, rests on 
the sole authority of Geraldus Cambren- 
sis; how far it is genuine is one of the 
puzzles of history, but the general sub- 
mission of the Irish to Henry later 
would imply that some such papal priv- 
ilege was the aim.’’—Encycl. Britan- 
nica, p. 602. 


From this time onwards, the Christian 
church in Ireland became Roman Catholic. 
It also ended the “Golden Age” of Ireland, 
which was known as “the island of saints 
and scholars”. The ruins of the monaster- 
ies and schools of learning, which were 
abandoned about the twelfth century, can 
still be seen all over the country—mute 
witnesses of the blight that fell on the 
Christian church in Ireland after Rome had 
taken possession of its religion, and (Roman 
Catholic) England of its soil. Edmund Aus- 
tin, M.A. Professor of Modern History at 
Dublin University, writes further in the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica (p. 602-3): 


“Meanwhile (1172 A.D.) during the 
winter the Irish bishops met at the 
Council of Cashel and, after enacting 
various reforms, declared (according 
to Geraldus) : ‘Divine office shall be cel- 
ebrated according to the forms of the 
Church of England, for it is just and 
right that as Ireland has received her 
lord and king from England, she should 


accept reformation from the same 
source.’ 


“This, of course, was an implied as- 
surance of the task with which the 
papacy had commissioned Henry. The 
submission of the Church was complete, 
nor was it a packed assembly, for 
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though Christian, Bishop of Lismore, 
the papal legate, seems to have been on 
Henry’s side, Lawrence, Archbishop of 
Dublin, and the native prelates of 
Cashel and Tuam were present. Thus 
was Ireland presented to the English 
Crown as a papal fief; such was the 
basis of its authority till 1541, and the 
Irish themselves accepted the fact.” 


--O-- 


AIRING CATHOLIC 
PROBLEMS 


ANY local newspapers through- 

out the country are doing an ad- 
mirable work by throwing open their 
correspondence columns to discussions 
on Roman Catholic problems. This is 
only fair, since these newspapers regu- 
larly publish a syndicated column by 
the Knights of Columbus entitled 
‘*Catholie Information’’. 


Following is a good reply to such a 
column in defense of priestly celibacy 
in the Hartford (Conn.) Times: 


Celibacy 


To the Editor of The Times: 


The article in The Times Nov. 29 on 
“Catholic Information,” defended priestly 
celibacy as right in the eyes of Jesus. It 
seems to me that the writer misconstrued 
the meaning of the Scripture quoted. 


Jesus did not tell the rich young man 
to abstain from marriage. As a matter of 
fact God approves of marriage. Paul 
said, “It is better to marry than to burn.” 


When God made Adam, the divine re- 
cord says he made a woman to be an help- 
meet for him because it was not good for 
man to be alone. 


Priest or minister, all should be ac- 
corded the blessed privilege of marriage. 
God blessed Adam and Eve in their union 
and placed His approval on their mar- 
riage. 


Jesus did not marry because He was 
not just another man but God in the form 
of man come down to die for the sins of 
men. For Him to have married would not 
have been right because He was not man 
but God. 
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The priest, not being God but a man, is 
entitled, in the eyes of God, to marry. To 
deny him the right is tyranny. 


Windsor. THOUGHTFUL. 


Another, demolishing the claims 
made by the Catholic church concern- 
ing papal supremacy, is as follows: 


Papal Prerogatives 
To the Editor of The Times: 


I wish to take issue with Mr. O’Nolan 
when he says, “Christianity is a divine 
religion founded by Jesus Christ on earth 
designating the Pope of Rome as His 
earthly successor.” 


With the first part of the statement I 
have no quarrel, but the pope is not the 
suecessor to Jesus nor will he ever be. 


The extravagant claims made by the 
papacy cannot be confirmed by the Bible. 
Nowhere in the Scriptures can we find 
Jesus delegating any power to the pope. 


Peter was not the first pope as Peter 
was dead long before the papacy came in- 
to power. He had been slain by the pagan 
Roman power. 


Papal supremacy in church matters 
dates from 533 A.D. when the Roman 
emperor, Justinian, by an imperial edict, 
made the bishop of Rome head of all the 
churches. 


I wish to quote Pope Nicholas, “The 
pope can never be bound or loosed by the 
secular power, since it is plain that he 
was called God by the pious prince, Con- 
stantine. . . and it is manifest that God 
cannot be judged by man”. — Decreti 
Prima Pars. Distinctio XCVI, Caput 8. 


Windsor. THOUGHTFUL. 


DANGERS OF ‘RELEASED TIME’ 
To the Editor of The Times: 


Discussing religious teaching in the 
schools two correspondents suggested we 
“look at Europe,” and “witness Germany 
and Russia.” 


Let’s look at Germany, which is the most 
striking example. Not many years ago Ger- 
many was a very religious country. Of 
course, it had religious teaching in its 
schools. I attended German schools for a 
number of years. Twice weekly the children 


were segregated into Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews: sheep, goats and outcasts march 
ing off to their denominational religious 
classes, given on school time. The Protep 
tant children learned that they ought not go 
into a Catholic church because they might 
be swept out of it with a broom. The Cath. 
olic children were taught it. was mortal sin 
to enter a Protestant house of worship. As 
to the synagogue, why, who ever heard of 
Christians going to such a place. I do not 
recall ever having heard a plea for under. 
standing or tolerance of another person's 
religious views. 


The German children knew the tenets of 
their respective religious creeds quite well. 
They did not know, and they seldom learned 
as grown-ups, to apply the best of their 
religion to the routine of their daily life in 
order to bridge the chasms existing among 
denominational groups. Calling themselves 
Christians they lived in the well-known 
dog-and-cat fashion. The 30-odd parties in 
the German Reichstag graphically demon- 
strated the point. From the days of his in 
fancy, the German learned distrust and 
hate. He did not learn tolerance or the 
meaning of co-operation. 


Our union was built on the will to bea 
free people, on tolerance and on co-opera- 
tion. Germans, and other nationals who 
came to these shores, who never got along 
together, suddenly learned that in the New 
World diversity of opinion or creed was no 
hindrance to national unity, that tolerance 
was something that really could be prac 
ticed, that co-operation among men and 
creeds and nationalities is “the last best 
hope of earth.” F 


By all means, let us look at Europe and 
ponder. But let us not copy the errors of the 
Old World. E. P. 


STILL $1.00 A YEAR 


DESPITE rising costs of materials 
and production we do not want to in- 
crease our yearly subscription rate be- 
yond the convenient $1.00 a year 
(Canada $1.25). We look to those who 
can afford to do so to make up the 
deficiency in our budget by contribu- 
ting what they can towards our sus- 
taining fund. This is necessary for 
the continuance and expansion of a 
magazine like ours which carries no 
commercial advertising. 
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QUESTION BOX 


Q. In your magazine for December 
(page 25) you mentioned that Catholics 
must have at least “attrition”? for their 
sins in order to benefit by the priest’s ab- 
solution in confession. What does this 
“attrition”? mean? 


A. The Catholic church divides sorrow 
for sin into two kinds: “contrition”, which 
is sorrow for sin because of love of God; 
and “attrition” which is being sorry for 
your sins because of the fear of going to 
hell if they are not forgiven. It is generally 
held in Catholic theology that few people 
can have real “contrition” for their sins, 
and it is taught that it is sufficient to have 
“attrition” if accompanied by the absolu- 
tion of a priest. This is the reason why 
Catholics are so anxious to have a priest 
to absolve them before they die. 


It can easily be seen that this “attrition” 
is not real sorrow for sin, much less true 
repentence, since it means that a person is 
not sorry for sin out of love of God, but only 
out of selfish fear of the pains of hell, and 
that, if there were no hell, he would not be 
sorry at all, but would go on sinning with- 
out remorse. 


Q. When I showed my Catholic friend 
a hewspaper account of Brother Leo who 
recently left his monastery and became a 
layman, he told me that a Brother or a 
nun could leave and even get married 
since they take only ‘“‘simple vows’’. Please 
tell me what this means?—T.B.L., Bright- 
on, Mass. 


A. The question of vows in the Catholic 
church is very complicated. There are 
three kinds: a simple vow, a solemn vow 
and a perpetual vow; both simple and sol- 
emn vows may be either perpetual or mere- 
ly for a stated time. Solemnity of ceremony 
has nothing to do with making a vow sol- 
emn or simple. A simple vow of chastity, 
for instance, may be taken with great cere- 
Mony (as it is by most “brothers” and nuns) 
with lighted candles and with candidate 
prostrated before the altar. What makes it a 
simple vow of chastity is the fact that, if 
the person should break it and get married 


without the permission of the church, the 
marriage would be valid although the per- 
son would thus commit an illicit act. On the 
other hand, if a person who takes a solemn 
vow of chastity gets married without per- 
mission, then the marriage is invalid as 
well as illicit. 


It is not generally known that most 
Roman Catholic priests do not take any ex- 
plicit vow of chastity. By accepting ordina- 
tion to the secular priesthood (the vast 
majority of parish priests are “secular” 
priests) the priest is merely given to under- 
stand that he will not be allowed to marry 
legally, that is, he must remain a celibate— 
much the same as cadets at West Point and 
Annapolis. Unless a priest gets legally mar- 
ried he is considered by the Catholic church 
as remaining a virgin. 


(SS 


THE EDITOR’S 
MAILBAG 


POSTAGE 

OUR GRATITUDE to those who have been 
adding a little extra to remittance for re- 
newal to their subscriptions to cover cost 
of postage. Requirements by the post office 
for second-class mail would hamper us and 
embarrass many of our readers. 


s*» * * 


A RELIGIOUS WAR 


“Everyone who reads the CoNVERTED 
CaTHoLic must find in it information that 
can be easily substantiated; and we are 
really grateful to the editors for having pro- 
vided us with material that is an easy guide 
to help in finding who is behind this 2nd 
phase of the World War. As Winston 
Churchill has put it—this is a ‘religious’ 
war. Goodness knows, there are plenty of 
higher-ups in our society who are perform- 
ing admirably for the fascist forces—and 
who are guilty of the sabotage that is 
usually attributed to ‘communists’. Anyone 
who has average common sense knows full 
well that the Roman Catholic Hierarchy de- 
nounces all heresies as ‘communistic’; 
thereby frightening people, so that it may 
proceed stealthily in its insidious manner to 
the destruction of democracy.” 


—D. G. B., Bakersfield, Cal. 





84 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


BLACK MASS 


“T could enlighten the writer of the item 
about ‘Black Masses’ in your February is- 
sue (p. 55). They are still going on in 
Paris and I saw more than one of them. 
They do not mean much to anyone who 
does not believe in the ‘Real Presence’. And 
I must correct you for using the term 
‘profligate priests’ in this connection. I have 
met quite a few profligate priests who were 
still in good standing in the Catholic 
church. 


“IT understand that the French kings often 
had masses said in the Chapel at Fontain- 
bleu which were akin to the ‘Black Mass’— 
this is pretty well authenticated.”—M. C. F. 
San Diego, Cal. 


NITRO-GLYCERINE 


“I HAVE seen two copies of your magazine 
and greatly admire the way in which you 
handle the subject of the Roman Catholic 
church—with a wise mixture of fulminate 
of mercury and nitro-glycerine.”—J. H. G., 
Chicago, Il. 


WIDE-AWAKE 


“WHILE I have no interest in your relig- 
ious work, I am conscious, nevertheless, of 
the splendid contribution you are rendering 
the cause of liberty through the medium of 
your publication. Unlike many citizens of 
Jewish ancestry, I am apprehensive of the 
grave danger our nation and its free insti- 
tutions are facing from the steady encroach- 
ments of the power of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. I believe that the aim of the hier- 
archy here and elsewhere is to dominate 
both the religious and political life of all 
the people. 


“In every country where the state is in 
collusion with the Roman Catholic church, 
the blessing of real liberty and equality is 
totally blacked out. Instead, illiteracy, 
gross exploitation, poverty, oppression and 
persecution is the lot of the common man. 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Ireland and 
practically all Latin American countries 
are fair examples. For this reason, in my 
opinion, your fight against the shrewd pol- 
itical maneuvering of the Vatican to con- 
trol the affairs of our country deserves the 
support of all liberty-loving men and wo- 
men, be they Protestant, Catholics or Jews. 


“It is my earnest hope that your fight 


against evil schemers in our midst will 
successful, in spite of the power and wea 
aligned against you and others of the s 
mind.”-—I. M. S., Miami, Fla. 


* * * 


A GOOD DOLLAR’S WORTH 


“ALTHOUGH my subscription to Tue Ce 
VERTED CATHOLIC, I believe, has some time 
run, I am enclosing the check for its cc 
tinuance. I would not miss your magaazi 
for anything. If I had only one dollar 
eat on I would rather fast for a few d 
and send you the dollar. That is how mu¢ 
I appreciate your magazine.”—A form 
Roman Catholic, Miami, Fla. 


* * + 


JAPANESE AGENT 


“IN connection with Mr. Murphy’s ar 
on ‘Japan and the Catholic Church’, I wou 
like to recommend to your readers the Deg 
22 issue of George Seldes’ In Fact, in whic 
Frederick V. Williams, registered with 
State Department as a Japanese agent, 
described as having been publicity directe 
of the Eucharistic Congress in Budapest i 
1938, and publicity director for the Weste! 
Province of the Dominican Fathers.”—S. 
J., Lawrence, Mass. 


According to The Los Angeles Tt 
of Jan. 29, 1942, this same Mr. Fred 
erick V. Williams, indicted as a Japat 
ese propaganda agent by the Fede 
Grand Jury, also directed public re 
tions in the United States for the 
Eucharistic Congress in Manila in 1937, 


s *¢ #£ 


AT MIAMI 
“From Washington, Msgr. Fulton 

Sheen has come to the Roney Plaza to 

and work under the Miami sun.’’—- 

ton Walker in N. Y. Daily News, Feb. 

1942. 


IF YOU ARE A MINISTER, please 
do not fail to fill in and return to us 
without delay our questionnaire sent 
you to inform us of the number of 
converted Catholics in your congrega- | 
tion. 








